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Film May Carry Secret

Of ‘Somethmg Strange’

By SHARON SANTUS
Of The Tribune- Revurw
4 The scientific community remains bafMed
?J a mysterious, burning light spotied in
estmoreland County and throughout Lhe
E.u;rrn United States and Canada Tuesday
mghi
he answer may lie with photegraphs of
the obiject taken by a 13-year-old amateur as-
ironomer from Greensburg.
“We know whal it wasn't" said Paul Oles,
lanetarium director at the Buhl Science
nier in Pitishargh. “But we have no idea
what it was. Our most logical explanalions
have been lotaily ruled outl. It now falls into
the category of an unidentifled sighting.™
Oles 2aid calls concerning the object, de-
scribed 2 a brillant white 1 surrounded

by a cloud, began lo Nood the center shortly -

er 10 pm Tuesday and continued
throughout the day Wednesday.

“Some have speculated that il was a rocket
experiment that resulted in the release of a
barium clowd,” Oles said. “But we called
NASA's nearest lsunch site in Wallups Is-
land, Va., and were told thal because of bad
weather, there were no launches Tuesday

A

"{)hr. Lee Breakiran, assistani research pro-
fessor with ihe University of Piltsburgh's As-
tronomy Depariment at the Allegheny Ob-
servatory, sald he has recelved dozens of
calls about the sighting.

“An educated guess i3 that il was a Areball
or a bolide, part of a shooling meteor =

Oles does nol support Breakiron's theory.

“Since the object was so broadly visible
from Maine to Loutsiana. it had to be several
hundred miles high,” Oles said. “That rules
oul meleors because they are only visible 60
to B0 miles up. With lze meteor and ex-
perimental rocket explanations ruled out, |
don’t know whal we're dealing with ~

Fieen-yearold Mark Griskey of 109
Cheshire Elm- Greensburg, s hopeful be
has Lhe mysterious object on Alim,

Griskey said he was talki
friends in front of his house Tue:
10 p.m_ when he spolled the light

“1t was a bright white light, a liltle bigger
than a full meon,” Griskey sald. “One of my
friends said it was Lhe moon, bul the moon
was off to ihe lefl. There was » cloud con-
nected Lo the lght like a tail”™

Griskey, who will be a sophomore at
Greensburg Central Catholic High School in
S the (all, said the light was stationary for a lew
il minutes and then began to move in a clock-
wise direction

“The Lail got longer as the light moved in a
halfl circle.” Griskey satd. “When the light
caught up 1o the end of the tail, the light
faded out and all that was lell was the cloud
And then it dissipated ”

When he first spotled the object. Griskey
sald, b quickly brought oul his &

with two
ay st about

inch-diameter refllecting telescope, bul since
the light and cloud were so large, he could
nol view the entire mass even al the Jowest
selling
=] then ran for my camers, and [ think I gol
some shots of iL" Griskey said. His 35mm
film shot with a 32mm lens requires & unique
chemical processing Lhat must be done in a
10 lab in Sealtle, Wash The teen-ager is
ful of having the coior prints back in 8
few days
*1 don"l know what it was™ cdﬁr{ said
“It couldn'L have been an al . It Just
floated. | never saw anything like it belore.”
Another of the hundreds of persons in the
area who spotted \he object was Dorothy
Stoner of Unity Township.
She said she glanced oulside, where her
husband and sons were doing barn work, and

spolled the light.
“I looked like an exirs b star, so |
stepped outside 1o get a closer " Stoner

said. “There was a swirl of cloud that looked
like it was (lluminated by the light. But then
it looked like the swirl was coming from the
light. It looked like smoke. | almost expected
il to explode.”

Stan Gordon. direcior of Lhe Penasylvania
Associstion for the Study of the Unexplained
in Greensburg, said he received dozens of
calls inning with Griskey's, shortly afler
10 p.m. Tuesday.

“The mumla'ofth. calls I'm mtln.
fram Cambria, Wesimoreland, and Alleghe-
ny counties,” said Gordon, whose association
is & clearing houwse for UFO sightings
throughout the stale. 1 just gol a call from
NASA in Wallups Island, Va., and they are
just as lexed as we are. They said the
{);;w Dunlap Ob;““:)?i in Tmnlmu

reporis on the sighlings from L]
Huron lo East Halifax, Nova Scotia. ™

Gordon 1akd callers told him the object war
seen for up Lo 10 minutes in the southern por-
tion of the sy above the planet Mars.

“They said it started out as & pinpoint of
light that became brilliant white,” Gordon
sald. “People said the whole (hing began
spinning and then it began to fade and disap-
pear.

“1 had a call from a member of the FAA
(Federal Aviation Administration) who said
he was monitoring radio calls Twesday night
md heard several pdou the ob-

* Gordon sald. "We contacted NORAD
!Noﬂa American Aero Space Defense com-
mand in Cheyenne Mountain, Calo.), and
they sard Lthey had no infermation te account
for Lhe sighting ™

Gordon sasd that typically emexplained
sightings are quickly cleared up with scientic
upluuucrm

our beads over

“We' re really mmhin
this one,” Gordon il really de-

veloping into something strange.”



